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The French guy never got back in touch after Jayne left 
Antigua. He was supposed to be stateside this summer, 
but Jayne's e-mail to him went unanswered. 

Her ex is still furious about that trip. He confronts 
her in the kitchen one summer afternoon to issue an 
ultimatum: If she doesn't promise to stop spending 
money, he won't agree to the tuition repayment plan 
that Leo'sschool has offered them. 

She heads back down to the basement, distraught. 
David had made her a spreadsheet detailing thei r sum­
mer,but she couldn't really bear to look at it. 

$8,694 in mortgage payments 
$1,950 for current tuit ion for Leo's school 
$834 for past-due tuition for Leo's school 
$2,111.98 in property taxes 
$2,860 for summer camp tuition for the boys 
$400 for groceries not covered by food stamps 
By David's calculations, they each needed to come 

up with $5,011every month just to pay th eir expenses. 
On the spreadsheet, he wrote: "Lucas and Leo live in 
a household with no life insurance for either parent , 
no savings, no investments, only $10,000 in mother's 
retirement account, effectively no retirement savings, 
no college savings:' 

Money is a constant battle. She wants to sell the 

help in th e long term, she says. 
Jayne bristles at the idea of her ex controlling the 

way she spends her mone y. She will pay the bills, 
somehow. She has found some steady income editing 
preschool curricula through a temp agency. The job 
requ ires her to work in an office,which gets her out of 
the basement for a few hours, and it brings in a little 
money. 

The best part is the program is angling for a con­
tract in Amm an, Jordan, and she's already expressed 
interest in a possible position th ere. The kids would 
stay with David. She knows she might be judged for 
leaving them behind, but she figures she'd see the kids 
at least as much as if she were rich an d sent th em to 
board ing school. Plus, she'sjust so tired. But she hasn't 
heard anything back on the positions yet. 

"I will change my life. I will make it happen;' she 
says. "I don't know about the timing:' 

There is no ending to her story, just countless days 
spent wait ing, searching, dreami ng. There is no telling 
whe n ajob or love or a lottery check will come calling 
- or what name it will ask for. mID 

Ylan Q.Mui is a business stafftori ter 
for TheWashington Post. You can reach her 
at muiy @washpost.com. 
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